
Joseph Adolphe 

Joseph's work is defined by a visceral, expressionistic approach that confronts both the paint 
and the deeper forces shaping his world. His dynamic technique—marked by ferocious 
mark-making and a willingness to remove as much paint as he applies—reflects his philosophy: 
“one paints how one lives life.” His paintings explore diverse themes like bombs, flowers, bulls, 
crumpled fabric, and figures in water. Though seemingly unrelated, these subjects form a 
cohesive narrative, piecing together a broader understanding of his place and purpose in the 
world. 

Rooted in personal experiences, Joseph's art seeks to convey moments of inspiration and 
transformation—those indefinable flashes that alter life's trajectory. His compositions often echo 
the vast Canadian prairies and Chinook winds of his youth, embodying the interplay of hope and 
uncertainty. Central to his work is the pursuit of energy, power, and the resilience of those who 
overcome great obstacles, qualities he reveres in his heroes. 

Joseph’s large-scale floral works and depictions of sacred bulls and horses exemplify his belief 
in the indomitable spirit. These subjects, like his dreams and ambitions, transcend fragility, 
representing beauty, freedom, and strength that endure eternally. 

Canadian/American Born, 1968, Calgary, Canada 
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1994 MFA, School of Visual Arts, New York, NY. 
 
1991 BFA, Alberta College of Art & Design, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
 
ACADEMIC 
 
2000-Current Professor, Department of Art & Design, St. John’s University, NYC 
 
SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2016 Gremillion & Co Fine Art, New Work, Houston, TX 
 
2014 Gremillion & Co Fine Art, Messages, Memories and Dreams, Houston, TX 
 
2014 Bertrand Delacroix Gallery, New Paintings, New York, New York 
 
2012 Bertrand Delacroix Gallery, Toro Bravo, Recent Work, New York, New York 
 
2011 Kehler Liddell Gallery, New Paintings, New Haven, Connecticut 
 
2010 West Rock Gallery, Paintings from Italy, New Haven, Connecticut 



 
2009 Kehler Liddell Gallery, Affinities, New Haven, Connecticut 
 
2008 Kehler Liddell Gallery, Deconstruction & Resurrection, New Haven, Connecticut 
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2001 Bogigian Gallery, Joseph Adolphe: Paintings, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITION 
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2009 Ct. Comm. on Culture & Tourism, Touring Connecticut, C.C.C.T Gallery, Hartford, 
Connecticut 
 
2008 Kehler Liddell Gallery, Change, New Haven, Connecticut 
 
2005 Delgado-Tomei Gallery, Figuratively Speaking, Brooklyn, New York 
 
2005 NY Law School, Print: O.I.A. Group Show, New York, New York 
 
2004-5 Manhattan Graphics, Touring Group Show: Mono-prints, throughout India 
 
2003-5 Conversations, Touring Group Exhibition, Beginning in Baltimore, Maryland 
 
Evergreen House, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. Oct.2–Jan.23, 
 
2004    Delaware Center for Contemporary Arts, Wilmington, Delaware. Feb. 6–May 23, 2004    
University of Hartford, West Hartford, Connecticut. July 15–Aug. 20, 2004 
 
2003 Galerie Françoise, Summer Group Show, Baltimore, Maryland 
 
2002 The Object Image Gallery, Brooklyn Artists, Brooklyn, New York 
 
2002 Gallery 119, The Self Portraits Show, Jackson, Mississippi 
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2014, ArtMRKT SAN FRANCISCO, Stephanie Breitbard Fine Art, San Francisco, CA. 
 
2014, Dallas Art Fair, Newzones Gallery, Canada, 
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2013, Red Dot Art Fair, Miami, Bertrand Delacroix Gallery, NYC 
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2014 Keynote Speaker, International Symposium on Cultural Diplomacy, United     Nations, NY. 
 
2011 ManifestGallery.org, INPA2, International Painting Annual 2. Finalist. Chosen for cover 
image. 
 
2011 ManifestGallery.org, INDA6, International Drawing Annual 6. Two large scale drawings 
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2010 1st place winner, The Figure Now 2010, International Juried Exhibition, Fontbonne 
University, St. Louis, Missouri. "An International Juried Exhibition, which reconsiders traditional 
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2009 Studio Visit Magazine, volume eight & volume nine. Juried publication. 
 
1998 Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Grant. 
 
1992 School of Visual Arts, New York, NY, MFA Program, Full Academic Scholarship 
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p.11 
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Selvaggi, Giuseppe.   (2002, June 22). “La rivolta di Narciso.” Il Giornale D’Italia, p.14. 
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